
The Mission of our parish is to serve our neighbors with Jesus, to pray in faith with Jesus, and to evangelize with Jesus, 
so “that all may  have more abundant life.” (John 10:10). The Word of God, the Sacraments, and the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church are the instruments and standards of this work of evangelization and faith formation.  
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 
 5:00pm Mercedes Beck, Fredesvinda Mena, 
   Sara Zacatzontle, 
   Jude Rodriguez (Living—Birthday) 
   Flora Zamora (Living—Birthday) 
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 (Fourth Sunday of Advent) 
 8:00am Jesus Chunghi Mejia 
 9:00am Christina & Pasquale Morana 
 9:30am Guiovanny Molina Berestein 
 11:00am Rose & George Hasselberg Sr.,  
   William & George Hasselberg Jr.,  
   and Gloria Radoslovich 
 12:30pm Francisco Jose Marcial, Richard Eagan,  
   Justiniano Leonidas Dume Peña (Aniversario), 
   Manuel Maria Dume Peña (Memorial de  
   Cumpleaños), Slobodan Nico Aleksit,  
   Enrique Vera, Digna Tito 
 5:00pm For the people of our parish 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 8:00am Annette Brissette & Yadiwa Switisch 
 12:00pm Arthur & Jacqueline Bertolotti 

 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 20 
 8:00am Mark Anthony Javier 
 12:00pm Aldo & Rose Bertolotti 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 (Saint Peter Canisius) 
 8:00am   Guadalupe Rodriguez Saldaño 
 12:00pm  Joseph & Marie Bertolotti 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 
 8:00am Sabbia & Raffaele Carullo and Family 
 12:00pm Irene, Joseph & Irene Dura 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 (Saint John of Kanty) 
 8:00am Leonardo & Giuseppina Grippi 
 12:00pm Leno, Delphine & Anna Bertolotti 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24 (Christmas Eve) 
 8:00am Pearl Odu 
 5:00pm Ernesto & Luisa Bertolotti 
 7:00pm Maria del Rocio Garcia & Pedro Garcia Salas,
   Ruben Hernandez, Aurelia Lopez Lopez, 
   Brenda Estrella Hernandez Lopez 
 10:00pm Natale Forzano 
 11:30pm Vietnamese Christmas Mass 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 (The Nativity of the Lord) 
 8:00am Girolamo Taormina,  
 9:00am Privata 
 9:30am John Pham 
 11:00am Gerlando Graci 
 THERE WILL BE NO SPANISH MASS 
 5:00pm For the people of our parish 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

MEMORIAL GIFTS THIS WEEK 
The Altar Candles are being offered for  

Nina & Pina Barretta, requested by Ida Barretta 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp is being offered for Rose & George Hasselberg, Sr., 
William & George Hasselberg Jr., and Gloria Radoslovich,  

by the Hasselberg Family 



 Mass Schedule 

 

 
Confessions:  

Saturday 3:30pm—4:30pm (lower church) 
 

Church Hours:  
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Weekend: 7:00am—6:00pm 

 

Office Hours 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon & 1:00pm—8:30pm 
Saturday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon 
 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy 
28-46 44th St., Astoria, NY 11103  

718.728.0724—www.stjosephsch.org 
school@mountcarmelastoria.org 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday Upper Church: 
8:00 AM (English) 
9:30 AM (Bi-lingual) 
11:00 AM (English) 
12:30 PM (Spanish) 
3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
5:00 PM (English) 
Lower Church: 
9:00 AM (Italian) 
10:30 AM (Czech-Slovak) 

Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Saturday 8:00 AM 

First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 
and 7:30 PM (Bilingual) 

Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM 

As of December 12, 2022, 200 of our parishioners have pledged 
$73,252 towards our goal of $67,815. $70,036 have been  
collected so far. Any amount collected over the goal will be  
returned to the parish for projects that will benefit you. We are 
grateful to those who have made a pledge and donated, and we 
encourage everyone to participate in this worthy cause. 

 

A parte del 12 de diciembre, 2022, 200 de nuestros feligreses han 
prometido $73,252 hacia nuestra meta de $67,815. $70,036 han 
sido colectados hasta ahora. Cualquier donación sobre la meta 
será regresada a la parroquia para un proyecto que le beneficiara 
a usted. Estamos agradecidos a aquellos quienes han hecho una 
promesa y han donado, y alentamos a todos a participar en esta 
causa tan importante. 

December 18, 2022— There will be a second collection after  
Communion as your Christmas gift to our parish. Your donations 
will enable us to continue sharing the Good News and carry on 
Christ’s mission. 
 

December 25, 2022— There will be a second collection after  
Communion for Catholic Charities. Your donations give help to the 
various programs that help those in need all year round. Thank 
you for your generosity. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Christmas is upon us. We enter the season of life & light while 
awaiting the final return of our Lord! It’s a time to savor & cherish 
Christ’s presence not only in the manger, but also in one another. 
The parish ministries you support help us to show Christ’s face in 
our community and share His love with those in need. To sustain 
these works, we would like to ask you to consider taking the next 
step in your stewardship by embracing eGiving. 
 

Faith Direct is a secure eGiving option that lets you support the 
ministries you care about, even if you can’t attend Mass. eGiving 
is a safe, simple solution. When you choose a recurring monthly 
gift, you provide our parish consistent support that lets us better 
plan and budget for programs that allow us to build God’s  
kingdom throughout our community. 
 

Please prayerfully consider eGiving as a way for you to make sure 
that your faithful support will always make a difference. It is easy 
to do. Enroll today by visiting Faith.direct/NY370, or call Faith  
Direct at 866-507-8757, or send a text with the word “Enroll” to 
929-254-3850. Thank you for your generosity always. 

DONATION MADE EASY 

Follow us on Social Media:  

@OLMCAstoria 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 
SCAN ME! 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART December 18, 2022 

“In times past, God spoke in partial and various ways. 

 In these last days, He has spoken to us through the Son.” — Hebrews 1:1-2 

 
Dear parish family and friends, 
Christ came on earth to reveal an extraordinary message, a message of love, hope, joy, and peace. He taught us to love 
one another, to be reconciled to one another, and in so doing, to experience God’s reconciling love for each one of us. 
During Advent, it has been my prayer that all in our parish family would find opportunities to reflect on our current  
relationship with the Lord Jesus and respond to His constant call to conversion. No matter what it is that our hearts and 
souls desire, whether we realize it or not, our ultimate longing is for God Himself. For this reason, we are filled with joy 
and consolation at Christmas knowing that all that we hope for has been fulfilled in the mystery of Christ’s incarnation. 

Once I’ve seen a beautiful Christmas card with this message on the outside: “This Christmas, I wish you, Jesus.” On the 
inside, it reads: “Isn’t it nice to have everything?” In the midst of these trying times, God the Father once again  
manifests His love to us in the beautiful gift of His Son, Jesus. As the angels sang on that first Christmas Eve, “Glory to 
God in the highest and peace to His people on earth,” we believe that true peace on earth flows from our own  
recognition and praise of God in our lives. I never cease to be amazed by the ways in which many of you have  
witnessed this incredible conviction.   

To the priests, deacons, parish staff, group leaders, volunteers, and faithful members who so faithfully take part in the 
life and prayer of the parish throughout the year, and all those who have contributed their time, talent, and material 
resources which enable the mission of Christ to continue among our most needy brothers and sisters, I want to extend 
sincere gratitude and appreciation for your goodness.  To the parishioners from various ethnic groups of our parish 
who collaborated with our priests and staff in the work of decorating the church and our church spaces for Christmas,  
I want to say a big THANK YOU. Your generous sacrifice makes the spirit of the season come alive in this parish.  

Christmas, as many of you can attest to, has a way of bringing to Church individuals and families who, for various  
reasons, have not been to Mass or the Sacraments for months or years. What a wonderful and grace-filled opportunity 
to begin anew a right relationship with the Lord and His Church community. I extend an open and grateful heart of  
welcome to all our guests and friends who are returning to be with us during this holy season. Know that you will  
always have a place now and throughout the year at this Mother Church of Queens County.  

Dear brothers and sisters, with gratitude for all the blessings that this sacred time brings to our parish family, I hold you 
each in my heart and in my prayer this Christmas season. May the Infant Child be born once again within you, and may 
Mary and St. Joseph watch over you and your loved ones always. Please pray for me and our priests as we look forward 
to a little bit of rest after the hectic holidays, to recharge our physical energy and renew our spirituality in order to keep 
on serving you. For your information, I will accompany my mother on a short trip back to my fatherland Vietnam right 
after Christmas, to mark the second anniversary of my father’s death with the rest of my family who lives there, and 
who never had a chance to mourn him together with us. This three-week trip will give me much-needed rest as well 
after a year of work and ministry. Please pray for us and be assured of my remembrance of you and your family each 
day at the Altar.   

        A Blessed and Merry Christmas to All! 

        Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 18 de diciembre, 2022 

 

“Dios, habiendo hablado muchas veces y de muchas maneras en otro tiempo ... en estos postreros días nos ha hablado 
por el Hijo.” Hebreos 1:1-2 

Querida familia parroquial y amigos, 

Cristo vino a la tierra para revelar un mensaje extraordinario, un mensaje de amor, esperanza, gozo y paz. Nos enseñó 
a amarnos unos a otros, a reconciliarnos unos con otros y, al hacerlo, a experimentar el amor reconciliador de Dios por 
cada uno de nosotros. Durante el Adviento, ha sido mi oración que todos en nuestra familia parroquial encuentren 
oportunidades para reflexionar sobre nuestra relación actual con el Señor Jesús y responder a Su constante llamado a 
la conversión. No importa qué sea lo que nuestros corazones y almas deseen, ya sea que nos demos cuenta o no,  
nuestro máximo anhelo es Dios mismo. Por eso, nos llenamos de alegría y de consuelo en la Navidad sabiendo que  
todo lo que esperamos se ha cumplido en el misterio de la Encarnación de Cristo. 

Una vez vi una hermosa tarjeta de Navidad con este mensaje en el exterior: “Esta Navidad, te deseo a ti, Jesús”. En el 
interior, se lee: "¿No es bueno tener todo?" En medio de estos tiempos difíciles, Dios Padre una vez más manifiesta Su 
amor por nosotros en el hermoso regalo de Su Hijo, Jesús. Como los ángeles cantaron en esa primera Nochebuena, 
“Gloria a Dios en las alturas y paz a su pueblo en la tierra”, creemos que la verdadera paz en la tierra fluye de nuestro 
propio reconocimiento y alabanza a Dios en nuestras vidas. Nunca dejo de asombrarme por las formas en que muchos 
de ustedes han sido testigos de esta increíble convicción. 

A los sacerdotes, diáconos, personal parroquial, líderes de grupos, voluntarios y miembros fieles que tan fielmente  
participan en la vida y oración de la parroquia durante todo el año, y a todos aquellos que han contribuido con su  
tiempo, talento y recursos materiales que permiten la misión de Cristo de continuar entre nuestros hermanos y  
hermanas más necesitados, quiero extender mi sincera gratitud y aprecio por su bondad. A los feligreses de varios  
grupos étnicos de nuestra parroquia que colaboraron con nuestros sacerdotes y personal en el trabajo de decoración 
de la iglesia y los espacios de nuestra iglesia para Navidad, quiero decirles muchas GRACIAS. Su generoso sacrificio hace 
que el espíritu de la temporada cobre vida en esta parroquia. 

La Navidad, como muchos de ustedes pueden atestiguar, tiene una forma de traer a la Iglesia a personas y familias que, 
por diversas razones, no han asistido a Misa o a los Sacramentos durante meses o años. Qué oportunidad maravillosa y 
llena de gracia para comenzar de nuevo una relación correcta con el Señor y la comunidad de su Iglesia. Extiendo un 
corazón abierto y agradecido de bienvenida a todos nuestros invitados y amigos que regresan para estar con nosotros 
durante esta temporada santa. Sepa que siempre tendrá un lugar ahora y durante todo el año en esta Iglesia Madre del 
Condado de Queens. 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, con gratitud por todas las bendiciones que este tiempo sagrado trae a nuestra familia 
parroquial, los tengo en mi corazón y en mi oración en esta temporada navideña. Que el Niño Jesús nazca de nuevo 
dentro de ustedes, y que María y San José velen por ustedes y por tus seres queridos siempre. Oren por mí y por  
nuestros sacerdotes mientras esperamos un poco de descanso después de las agitadas vacaciones, para recargar  
nuestra energía física y renovar nuestra espiritualidad para poder seguir sirviéndoles. Para su información, acompañaré 
a mi madre en un viaje corto de regreso a mi patria, Vietnam, justo después de Navidad, para conmemorar el segundo  
aniversario de la muerte de mi padre con el resto de mi familia quienes viven allí y que nunca tuvimos la oportunidad 
de pasar duelo junto con nosotros Este viaje de tres semanas también me dará el descanso que tanto necesito después 
de un año de trabajo y ministerio. Por favor, oren por nosotros y estén seguros de que los recordaré a ustedes ya su 
familia cada día en el Altar. 

        ¡Feliz y Bendecida Navidad para Todos! 

        Mon. Cuong M. Pham 



Sunday, December 18 
10:00am—2:00pm Police Children’s Christmas Event         Gym 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Lourdes A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish RCIA        Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:30am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 
7:00pm—9:00pm Posadas      Guadalupe A/B 
Monday, December 19 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
5:00pm—9:30pm Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast         Gym 
Tuesday, December 20 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
3:30pm—6:00pm Porque Ser Catolico?      Fatima 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO            Gym 
5:30pm—6:45pm Mariachi School            Balcony Rooms 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter         Guadalupe+ Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #1                          Nazareth 
Wednesday, December 21 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
4:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education              All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:30pm CYO            Gym 
Thursday,  December 22 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
9:30am—5:00pm Catholic Charities     Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary               Lourdes B 
6:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education              All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO            Gym 
Friday, December 23 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
9:30am—12:30pm Catholic Charities     Guadalupe A/B 
5:00pm—11:00pm CYO            Gym 
6:30pm—8:30pm Youth Meeting     Guadalupe A/B 
7:30pm—9:00pm English RCIA       Fatima 
Saturday, December 24 
All Day Posadas          Gym 
9:00am— 12:30pm AA Meeting     Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm  Spanish Children’s Choir             Upper Room 
3:00pm—5:00pm First Communion Session 2    Guadalupe A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Ministerio de Consolacion  Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice      Fatima 
Sunday, December 25 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community           Lourdes A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish RCIA        Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:30am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

Fraternitas 
January 21, 2023 —  

A group for middle school—high school aged boys 
dedicated to instilling Christian values in young 
men with the goal of fostering true Catholic gentle-
men. The afternoon will include prayer, catechesis, 
sports, pizza lunch and Sunday Vigil Mass. Please 
view the forms that are available in the parish 
office for more information. 

 
Jeremiah Project  

January 27—29, 2022—  
A weekend retreat for young men 18 and older.  
An opportunity to discern a possible vocation  
to the priesthood through discussions, prayer  
and fraternity. Forms are available in the parish 
office or you may Contact the vocations office at  
vocations@diobrook.org. 

VOCATION DISCERNMENT  
OPPORTUNITIES 

Would you like the parish community to pray  
for your loved ones who are sick or suffering in  
our daily Mass? You may enroll their names in  
our Prayer List by calling the office. This is a  
meaningful way to comfort and console those who 
are most in need of healing and peace through  
the power of prayer. This week we are praying for 
Joanne Callahan. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK  

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

Remembering our deceased loved ones by having 
them prayed for at Mass on every first Friday of the 
month — the day traditionally dedicated to the  
Sacred Heart of Jesus, is a meaningful way to  
express our love. Enrollment is $10 per name. 
Those enrolled the Purgatorial Society will be  
remembered for a whole year. 



       Preparation Meeting            Baptism Ceremony  
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute    Saturday—12:00pm—Church 

 

NO ENGLISH BAPSTISMS IN DECEMBER 2022 
January 24, 20223  January 28, 2023 
February 21, 2023 February 25, 2023 
March 21, 2023 March 25 
April 18, 2023 April 22 
May 23, 2023 May 27 
June 20, 2023 June 24 
July 18, 2023 July 22 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

FECHAS DE BAUTISMOS EN ESPAÑOL 
  Reunión de Preparación               Ceremonia de Bautismo  
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto        Sábado—12:00pm—Iglesia 

 

10 de Enero, 2023 14 de Enero, 2023 
7 de Febrero, 2023 11 de Febrero, 2023 
7 de Marzo, 2023 11 de Marzo 

NO HAY BAUTISMOS EN ABRIL 
Fecha de Bautizo para Mayo todavía No Anunciada 

6 de Junio, 2023 10 de Junio 
3 de Julio, 2023 (Tentativo) 8 de Julio 

 

Please Note: Beginning January 2023, all Baptisms will be  
celebrated on Saturday at 12:00pm instead of Sunday. Both 
English & Spanish preparation meetings will take place on the 
scheduled dates. The schedule will be printed in the Bulletin as 
always. Please note that attending the preparation meeting is 
required for both parents and godparents. 
 
Por Favor Notar: Empezando enero 2023, todos los bautizos 
serán celebrados los Sábados a las 12:00pm en vez de los  
Domingos. Las juntas de preparación tomaran lugar en las  
fechas descritas en este boletín, como siempre. Asistencia a 
estas juntas de preparación es mandatorio para los padres y 
padrinos. 

INFANT BAPTISM/BAUTISMO  

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament as “the Mass held in contemplation.” As a 
way of encouraging devotion to the Eucharist, we 
invite all parishioners to come and spend some time 
before the Real Presence of the Lord on Friday,  
January 6, 2022. Exposition and Adoration will take 
place right after the 8:00am Mass and will | 
conclude with Solemn Benediction before the start of 
the 12 Noon Mass.  

ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING 

The next Rosary Society meeting, due to the holiday, 
will take place on February 5, 2023 after the 9:30am 
Bilingual Mass. All ladies over 15 years old are invited 
to come to the Institute and join us to pray the  
rosary. Refreshments will be served. 

We are a leadership team of young adults who enjoy 
working with teenagers and help them grow in youth 
ministry. Each Friday evening, we lead a Youth Night 
from 7:00pm to 8:30pm in the Institute for a group 
of high school teens who gather for prayer,  
friendship, fun activities. The goal of our involvement 
with the youth is to enhance their faith and spiritual  
commitment in our parish.  While it is a sacrifice of 
time and talent, the effort is well worth the while.  
If you are a young adult who do not mind sharing 
faith and talents with vivacious teens, come join us in 
this exciting endeavor! Contact Dayonel Mejia at  
718-278-1834 for more information.  

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

The choir is back and is preparing a 
Christmas concert which will take place 
on Saturday, December 24th, Christmas 
Eve, at 9:30pm in the Upper Church.  
It will feature the Mount Carmel string 
ensemble and the choir percussionists.  

This concert of sacred music from the 15th to 
the 21st centuries, is sure to put all in the true 
spirit of the season. There will be a variety of 

styles, and in several languages. We are grateful for 
the return of this Mount Carmel Holiday tradition. 
Bring your family and friends to enjoy this joyful 
music. Admission is free & all are welcome.  
Christmas Mass immediately follows at 10:00pm. 

RECTORY CLOSING 

The parish office will be closed on Monday,  
December 26, 2022 & Monday, January 2, 2023 in 
observance of the Christmas & New Year holiday.  
The office will  re-opened on the Tuesday after  
Christmas, December 27, 2022 and on the Tuesday 
after New Years Day, January 3, 2023.  



DISCERNIMIENTO VOCACIONAL 

Fraternitas, 21 de enero, 2023 — Un grupo para  
jóvenes de secundaria y preparatoria, inculcando los  
valores Cristianos a ellos con la meta de fomentar  
caballeros Católicos verdaderos. La tarde incluye oración, 
catecismo, deporte, almuerzo de pizza y Misa Dominical 
de Vigilia. Por favor pida los formularios que se  
encuentran en la oficina parroquial.  
Jeremiah Project, 27-29 de enero, 2023— Retiro de fin 
de semana para jóvenes adultos mayores de 18 años. Es 
una oportunidad para discernir una posible vocación al 
sacerdocio por medio de discusión, oración y fraternidad. 

11 de diciembre— Habrá una segunda colecta después  
de la comunión para la jubilación de los religiosos.  
Apreciamos su generosidad a esta causa importante. 
18 de diciembre— Habrá una segunda colecta después de 
la comunión para su regalo de Navidad a la parroquia. 
Gracias por su generosidad. 

PROXIMAS SEGUNDA COLECTAS 

El Adviento está sobre nosotros. ¡Encendemos la  
temporada con esperanza, amor, alegría y paz mientras 
esperamos la venida de nuestro Señor! Es un tiempo  
para prepararnos para la llegada de Cristo y reflexionar 
sobre cómo le servimos. Los ministerios parroquiales  
que apoyan nos ayuda a difundir el amor de Cristo en 
nuestra comunidad y compartir su misericordia con los 
necesitados. Para sostener estos trabajos, me gustaría 
pedirle que considere adoptar “eGiving”, donaciones  
electrónicas. 
 

Faith Direct es una opción segura de eGiving que le  
permite apoyar los ministerios que le interesan, incluso si 
no puede asistir a Misa. Cuando elige una donación  
mensual recurrente, brinda a nuestra parroquia un apoyo 
constante que nos permite planificar y presupuestar  
mejor los programas que nos permiten construir el Reino 
de Dios en toda nuestra comunidad. 
 

Por favor, considere en oración la donación electrónica 
como una forma de asegurarse de que su fiel apoyo  
siempre marque la diferencia. Es fácil de hacer. Inscríbase 
hoy visitando Faith.direct/NY370, o llame a Faith Direct al 
866-507-8757, o envíe un mensaje de texto con la  
palabra "Inscribirse" al 929-254-3850. Gracias y que Dios 
bendiga su generosidad. 

DONACIONES HECHO MAS FACIL 

Somos un equipo de lideres de jóvenes adultos quienes 
disfrutamos trabajar con los jóvenes y ayudarlos a crecer 
en el ministerio de jóvenes. Cada viernes por la tarde, 
tendemos una Noche de Jóvenes de 7:00pm—8:30pm 
en el Instituto para un grupo de jóvenes que estén en la  
|preparatoria que se reúne para oración, amistad, y  
actividades divertidas. La meta de nuestra involucración 
con los jóvenes es para fortalecer su fe y compromiso 
espiritual con nuestra parroquia. Mientras si es un  
sacrificio de tiempo y talento, los esfuerzos vale la pena 
con alegría. Si eres un joven adulto que podría compartir 
su fe y talentos con otros jóvenes, únanse a nosotros. 

SE BUSCAN LIDERES JUVENILES 

Our 15th annual “Giving Tree” Donation 
Boxes to help parishioners in need  
this Christmas season are available 
through Sunday, January 1st. One  
box will be located by the entrance  
on Newtown Avenue and the other  
will be by the elevator. Please donate: cash, checks  
(made out to Our Lady of Mount Carmel) or gift cards. 
Any donations made during the week, please bring to the 
parish office. Thank you for your generosity.  

GIVING TREE DONATION BOXES— 2022 

CAJAS DE DONACION DE ARBOLES— 2022 

El Coro en Ingles, esta de vuelta y esta preparando un  
bello concierto de música navideña que tomara lugar el 
Sábado, 24 de diciembre, a las 9:30pm en la Iglesia de 
Arriba. Este grupo presentara música de los siglos 15 y 21, 
cual pondrá a todos en el espíritu de la temporada. Habrá 
una variedad de estilos en varios lenguajes. Estamos  
agradecidos poder regresar esta tradición en nuestra  
parroquia.  Traiga a su familia y amigos para disfrutar de 
esta música alegre. Todos están bienvenidos y el evento 
es gratis! Misa de Navidad en Ingles a las 10:00pm seguirá 
de inmediato al concluir el concierto. 

CONCIERTO NAVIDEÑO 

Nuestro anual decimoquinto árbol de  
donaciones para ayudar a los feligreses 
necesitados esta temporada navideña  
están disponible hasta el domingo, 1 de 
enero. Una caja estará ubicada junto a la 
entrada de Newtown Avenue y la otra junto al ascensor. 
Por favor donar: efectivo, cheques (a nombre de Nuestra 
Señora del Monte Carmelo) o tarjetas de regalo.  
Cualquier donación durante la semana, por favor tráigala 
a la oficina en la rectoría. Gracias por su amabilidad y  
generosidad.  



SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saint John, sometimes called John Cantius, was 
born in the Polish town of Kanty in 1390. Not 
much is recorded about his early life, however, he 
was a bright young man who did well in his  
studies at the university in Krakow. He earned his 
doctorate in philosophy and went on to be  
ordained and earn a doctorate in theology as 
well. 

 

He began teaching at the university immediately 
following the conferring of his doctorate in  
philosophy. Unfortunately, his popularity worked 
against him, and he was dismissed from his post 
on false charges. Saint John was reassigned to a 
post as a parish priest in the town of Olkusz,  
Bohemia. His parishioners did not receive him 
with open arms, and he was unsettled in his new 
position. But John did not give up, his honest care 
for the people of his parish eventually endeared 
him to them. After a time, he was invited back to 
the university and he returned to teaching, filling 
leadership roles in the philosophy and theological 
areas until the end of his long life. Saint John 
deeply cared for the poor, giving everything but 
only what he needed to survive away. He lived an 
aesthetic life but was such an engaging man that 
he often dined with nobility. 

 

Saint John of Kanty died on December 24, 1473. 
He was canonized in 1767, by Pope Clement XIII. 
In 1998, a new religious community chose the 
saint for their patron, and the Canons Regular of 
Saint John Cantius was formed in Chicago, Illinois.  

St. Joseph is one of the greatest examples of stewardship we have 
in the Gospels. Here is a man who understands care and reverence 
for the property of God, a man chosen to be steward over the very 
life and breath of God's Son and Spouse. 

 

Joseph was mindful. He recognized what belonged to God. When 
he understood that Mary was to be the mother of God, he was not 
jealous or bitter. He did not presume to claim ownership over her. 

 

Joseph was prayerful. He accepted the opportunity to be in  
relationship with God, even if it was in a radical and unexpected 
way. How many of us would trust a crazy dream we have where an 
angel tells us our fiancée is carrying the Son of God? Well, those of 
us who are already profoundly connected to God through prayer. 
Joseph was open to receiving God, and so he was open to the truth 
in a way many of us would not have been. 

 

Joseph was gracious. Even before he had full understanding of the 
situation, he was unwilling to expose Mary to shame. He did not 
give himself over to feelings of betrayal. 

 

Joseph was committed. He persevered. The Lord had no shortage 
of strange and even dangerous-sounding tasks for Joseph, but he 
submitted to each one. 

 

Joseph was accountable. When he awoke from his dream, "he did 
as the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and took his wife 
into his home." 

 

Joseph was a man entrusted with many gifts, and he gave of them 
wisely. Let us pray that we have the grace to follow in his example. 

 

-Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

ST JOSEPH THE STEWARD 

Knights of Columbus Colon-Msgr. Higgins Council No. 309  
125th Anniversary  

Sunday, February 12, 2023  
St. Francis of Assisi Church, 21-17 45th Street Astoria, NY 11105  

 

Mass of Thanksgiving at 12:30pm  
Dinner at 2:00pm Msgr. Campbell Hall (Lower Church)  

Music,  50/50 Raffle | $75 per Person  
RSVP January 27, 2023  

For more information  contact Boris Musich, 718-683-1051 or  
John Ketcham, 347-306-2366.  

 

Make checks payable to “Colon-Msgr. Higgins Council 309” and 
mail to: Boris Musich, Financial Secretary 20-18 74th St., Apt. 2 
East Elmhurst, NY, 11370. You may also send your payment via 
Zelle to boris.musich@gmail.com  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church  
23-25 Newtown Avenue - Astoria, NY 11102 

 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
5:00pm Family Mass 

6:00pm Posadas 
7:00pm  Misa En Español 

9:30pm Christmas Choir Concert 
10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 

11:30pm Vietnamese Mass 
 

Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 
8:00am, 9:30am (Bilingual), 11:00am English Masses 

9:00am Italian Mass (Lower Church) 
10:30am Czech Mass (Lower Church) 

 

NO 5:00PM MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY 
NO HAY MISA  12:30PM EN ESPAÑOL EL DIA DE NAVIDAD 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Saturday, December 31—New Year’s Eve 
5:00pm English Mass 

 

Sunday,  January 1, 2023—New Year’s Day 
8:00am, 9:30am (Bilingual), 11:00am English Masses 

9:00am Italian Mass (Lower Church) 
10:30am Czech Mass (Lower Church) 

 12:30pm Spanish Mass 
3:00pm Vietnamese Mass 

 

All Masses are livestreamed and can be viewed online at 
www.facebook.com/OLMCAstoria or www.mountcarmelastoria.org 

 

Wishing you and your family a Merry Christmas  

and a very Happy, Healthy and prosperous New Year!  

 

Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 

Fr. Mike McHugh, Fr. Hung Tran, Fr. Ed Brady, Fr. Joe Pham, 

Msgr. John Harrington and Deacons Ruben Mendez & Jacob Rodriguez 



GOSPEL MEDITATION    
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

An entire town is wiped out by fire, a tornado rips  
through several neighborhoods, a bomb claims a  
maternity hospital and a sudden heart attack takes the  
life of a soul mate. Life is unpredictable and dramatic. 
Many buy into the sad illusion that the securities and  
familiarities we see around us today will remain forever: 
our homes, our friends, our spouses, our churches, and 
even our health. We are stunned and shaken by a sudden 
change, finding ourselves bewildered, mortified, and even 
embittered. We do not like change, especially change  
driven by sources beyond our control. Are there any  
guarantees in life? We often live as if our lives come  
with lifetime warranties. When they break, they can be 
fixed or replaced. Such is not the case. Many things  
are irreplaceable and unable to be fixed. During life's  
inevitable chaos, God says: "Do not be afraid." Seriously? 
How can one not be afraid when things are falling apart? 
 
Fear is normal and it has a purpose. It is unrealistic,  
and somewhat unhealthy, to strive to live without any 
fear. Fear teaches us lessons and can be a catalyst for  
discovering more profound things. What we do with fear 
and how we understand it is critical. Fear can either  
cripple us or move us forward. God does not want fear to 
cripple us. If we look around at all that can change in our 
lives and consider what we might have to do, we can  
easily wallow in the mire of self-misery. Or we can step up 

to the challenge, as Mary did, and do what needs doing! 
We can stand tall, as did Joseph, and do the right and just 
thing! What gives us this courage? Faith. 
 
God is with us. This is the focus of our Advent  
preparations. We need to be reminded that we are not in 
this alone. God not only made us and loves us, but God 
keeps us! In the person of Jesus Christ, God is the sign we 
need to persevere! Do not be afraid and do not be  
unbelieving! Hold fast to what God has done in giving us 
His only begotten Son. We do not have to anxiously 
attempt to control life's unpredictability. God has blessed 
us with the birth of His Son. Trust that He is with us and 
will not abandon us, even in death.  

 

"Posada" is the Spanish word for inn or lodging. "Las Posadas" refers to a  
traditional Advent custom in preparation for the birth of Jesus, beginning on 
December 16. For nine successive evenings, groups reenact the search of Mary 
and Joseph for shelter in Bethlehem. 

 

Two children dressed as Mary and Joseph, sometimes with Mary riding on an 
actual donkey. They are usually accompanied by children dressed as angels and 
shepherds along with the Wise Men. Adults accompany them as they process to 
designated homes where they sing Christmas songs and request lodging. Part of 
the group enters the home and becomes the chorus that responds to the  
request for lodging. In the beginning, the request is rebuffed. They move to  
several more homes where the ritual is repeated. Eventually, at the last home, 
their need is recognized, and they all enter the home where a party ensues. 

 

This is repeated in different neighborhoods and homes each of the nine days. 

 

While this custom teaches children an important aspect of the Christmas story, 
it also emphasizes the need for hospitality to strangers and the continual need 
we all have to make room for Jesus in our "posada." As we struggle to arrive at a 
fair and just immigration policy, it would be good to recall the fact that Mary, 
Joseph, and Jesus were also immigrants looking for a hospitable place to dwell.  

WHAT IS THE HISPANIC CUSTOM OF “LAS POSADAS”? 


