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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 (Saint Thomas Aquinas) 
 5:00pm Robert Russo, Jr., Patrick Smith,  
   Giaeinta Ciancio, Betty Escobar,  
   Maggy Stive (For Healing) 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 (Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am Robert Lohmann 
 9:00am Mary Carlino (1st Anniversary) 
 9:30am Wilson Acosta Sr. 
 11:00am Mario Nacinovich Sr. 
 12:30pm Armando Montesinos,  
   Damian Valencia (4 Aniversario), 
   Hugo de Gabriel (11 Aniversario), 
   Maria Cortes (25 Aniversario), 
   Francisco Marcial (Memorial de Cumpleaños) 
 3:00pm For the people of our parish 
MONDAY, JANUARY 30 
 8:00am Margaret Miller 
 12:00pm Florence Palazzolo 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31 (Saint John Bosco) 
 8:00am Keith Anthony Miller 
 12:00pm Elaine Marie Roeder (Birthday) 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
 8:00am   Gaspare Barretta 
 12:00pm  Joseph & Ursula Cini 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 (Presentation of the Lord) 
 8:00am Anna Lee (Death Anniversary) 
 12:00pm Maria & Nicola Mancini 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3 (Saint Blaise, Saint Ansgar) 
 8:00am Purgatorial Society 
 12:00pm Hector Conde & Sammy Stafford (For Healing) 
 7:30pm John Thu Pham 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
 8:00am The Montalvo Family & Household 
 5:00pm Franco Brajkovic (Living), Dr. Luvimin Singco, 
   Alma Beckman 
    

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
 8:00am Manuela & Arlona Grancaric (Living) 
 9:00am Gaspare Barretta (2nd Anniversary) 
 9:30am The Living & Deceased Members of  
    Our Parish’s Rosary Society 
 11:00am Charles Cooper (Anniversary) 
 12:30pm Fredesvinda Mena, Armando Montesinos,  
   Rosendo Aguilar, Cristian Ponce Mera  
   (Memorial de Cumpleaños),  
   y Por Las Almas del Purgatorio 
 3:00pm For the people of our parish 

February 5, 2022— There will be a second collection after  
communion for Black & Indian. Your donations are very 
much appreciated. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Here is our live-streaming schedule of Masses: Saturday— 5:00pm (English) & Sunday: 9:00am (Italian), 11:00am 
(English), 12:30pm (Spanish), & 3:00pm (Vietnamese). We hope this change encourages you to attend Mass in  
person and be able to receive the Body & Blood of Jesus Christ. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS THIS WEEK 
 

 
The Altar Bread & Wine, Altar Candles & 

Sanctuary Lamp is being offered for  
Gaspare Barretta,  

requested by his wife, Ida Barretta 



 Mass Schedule 

 

Confessions:  
Saturday 3:30pm—4:30pm (lower church) 

 

Church Hours:  
Weekday: 7:00am—7:00pm 
Weekend: 7:00am—6:00pm 

 

Office Hours 
Weekday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon & 1:00pm—8:30pm 
Saturday:  

9:00am—12:00 Noon 
 

St. Joseph’s Catholic Academy 
28-46 44th St., Astoria, NY 11103  

718.728.0724—www.stjosephsch.org 
school@mountcarmelastoria.org 

Saturday 5:00 PM (Vigil Mass) 

Sunday Upper Church: 
8:00 AM (English) 
9:30 AM (Bi-lingual) 
11:00 AM (English) 
12:30 PM (Spanish) 
3:00 PM (Vietnamese) 
Lower Church: 
9:00 AM (Italian) 
10:30 AM (Czech-Slovak) 

Weekdays 8:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Saturday 8:00 AM 

First Fridays 7:30 PM (Spanish) 

Holy Days 8:00 AM, 12 PM (English) 
and 7:30 PM (Bi-lingual) 

Holidays Only one Mass at 9:00 AM 

Prayer is one of the most powerful tools we have. It's a way for us 
to communicate with God and obtain His divine intervention. It 
can help sick people get well again and also gives us the strength 
in our own weakness and suffering. If you wish your loved ones 
who is sick to be prayed for at our daily Mass, kindly contact our 
parish office to place their names in our Prayer List. This week we 
are praying for Joanne Callahan to obtain the gift of healing. 

PRAYING FOR THE SICK  

PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

Remembering our deceased loved ones by having them prayed for 
at Mass on every first Friday of the month — the day traditionally 
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, is a meaningful way to  
express our love. Enrollment is $10 per name. Those enrolled the 
Purgatorial Society will be remembered for a whole year. This 
month we have enrolled Kristin D’Alessio, Nancy DiBenedetto & 
Milka Vladimir. 

Between demanding schedules, traveling, or just trying to get out 
the door on time for Mass, it can be challenging to prepare your 
church contributions on a regular basis as God calls us to do. Plus, 
for many families, the church collection is one of the last places 
where you still have to use a checkbook or cash.  
 

Our parish is excited to offer Faith Direct as a secure online giving 
option for families to easily give one-time as well as recurring gifts 
via electronic check or debit/credit card. If you choose to set up a 
recurring gift, you can create your own online donor account to 
manage your gifts. It’s as easy as online shopping or banking! 
 

Faith Direct is already used by many of our parishioners. It is  
convenient, reliable and secure. It makes for safer record-keeping, 
faster processing, and more efficient communication for the  
parish office. As you begin a new year, why not prayerfully  
consider Faith Direct as a new way to ensure that your  
contributions will make a difference. Begin today by visiting 
Faith.direct/NY370, or call Faith Direct at 866-507-8757, or send 
a text with the word “Enroll” to 929-254-3850.   
 

Imagine the possibilities for sharing your gifts without the hassle 
of remembering checks and envelopes! Faith Direct will save you a 
lot of time. Let’s make it a part of your New Year goal. 

IS THIS YOUR YEAR TO... 

Follow us on Social Media:  

@OLMCAstoria 

(Does not include Faith Direct) 
 

Last weekend’s collection: $5,720 

Same weekend last year: $5,572 

NEW TO THE PARISH? 

WEEKLY OFFERING REPORT 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 

You can now begin to request your contribution statements for 
tax purposes. Please  visit, call or email the parish office to request 
your statement for pick-up or for it to be mailed to you. 

JOIN THE ENGLISH CHOIR 

Choir rehearsals resume on Monday, February 6th at 
7:30pm in the Lower Church. If you are interested in 
joining the choir, leave your name and number for 
Lucille at the parish office. 



FROM THE PASTOR’S HEART January 29, 2023 

Dear Parish Family, 

     The Gospel of this Sunday begins with Jesus going up the mountain, where he sits down and began teaching the 
crowd about the Beatitudes. Have you ever had a mountain top experience? When was that time? What was going on? 
I think we all feel like we spend most of our lives in the valleys of life, going from one point to another, or in circles as 
the case may be. However, we all have at least one or two mountain top experiences when God gives us a glimpse of 
the world around us, where we receive clarity about God’s will for us and direction on where we need to be going in 
life. In spiritual language, we call this a “peak experience”.  

     The word “beautiful” is related to the word “beatitude” because the Beatitudes are Jesus’ recipe for how to live a 
beautiful life. However, it is fascinating how the Gospel reading begins with Jesus situating himself on a mountain to 
give his famous sermon. If you visit the location of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, you will discover that it is only a  
good-sized hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee. However, the evangelist Matthew’s designation of this little hill as a 
mountain carries a certain significance. Mountains are places where you cannot climb higher. It is the place where the 
earth touches heaven. It is from such a place that Jesus teaches his followers the spirit and perfection of the law of  
Moses rather than the letter and details of that law. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is portrayed as the new Moses. Just as 
Moses received the law from God on a mountain, Jesus is going to give us the perfection of the law from a mountain. 
Instead of a long list of “thou shalt not,” Jesus is going to give us a long list of “thou shalt.” He is inviting us to have a 
mountain top look at what is truly important in life.  

     It is also fascinating to note that the word for “blessed” in Greek is makarios, which is perhaps better translated as 
“fortunate” or even “lucky.” It is as if Jesus is saying “lucky are the poor in spirit,” “lucky” are you when you are  
mourning, and “lucky” are you when you are insulted and persecuted. The incongruity in these statements is meant to 
catch our attention and intrigue us to a deeper understanding. How could a poor person, a person in mourning, or 
those in suffering, be considered “lucky?” My recent visit to Vietnam, my homeland, helped me to put these Beatitudes 
into a meaningful perspective. My mother and I made that trip mainly for the purpose of celebrating a Memorial Mass 
for my Dad on the second anniversary of his death, so that our extended family, including his siblings, can properly 
mourn him together. I was initially afraid of reuniting with everyone in such a sad occasion. Yet, it turned out to be an 
extraordinary blessing that brought not only healing and closure to all participants, but also joy and peace as many  
relationships were renewed and long lost connections were restored. My Dad was remembered in two solemn Masses 
in North and South Vietnam, each attended by many bishops, priests and numerous people who knew him personally. 
These prayerful experiences renewed our faith in Christ’s victory over death, and in his promise of eternal life. As a 
mourner, I felt lucky because I knew that my Dad was loved enough to be mourned by many people. Sometimes I felt 
caught in the trap of closing my heart to others because I wanted to avoid the pain of loss. Yet, mourning my Dad has 
helped me to open my heart again to others. I will never celebrate another funeral in the same way as before. As my 
mother and I were united with others in faith, we were strengthened by the hope of being reunited with our beloved in 
heaven. We felt very comforted.  

     You can perhaps relate to an experience in your own life in which a certain Beatitude touches you just as powerfully. 
Jesus continually leads you and me again up a mountain to give us a fresh look at where we are in our lives, where we 
should be going, what is important and what isn’t. Today, he is inviting us to embrace the value of being poor in  
spirit, to embrace a simpler way of living, where our wealth isn’t measured by the things we accumulate but rather on 
our fidelity to God. He is inviting us to embrace the value of mourning which reflects our hearts’ willingness to love and 
be loved with a deeper sincerity. He is inviting us to embrace the value of being persecuted for the Gospel so that we 
recognize clearly that our lives are not about us and nothing else in this world has the power to save us but God. If we 
reorient our lives to the Beatitudes, we can then better appreciate his promises: “Theirs is the kingdom of God,” “They 
will be comforted,” “They will inherit the land,” “They will be satisfied,” “They will be shown mercy,” “They will see 
God,” “They will be called children of God,” and “Your reward will be great in heaven.”  

     May meditating on the Gospel today be a mountain top experience for you the way it has been for me. Jesus has laid 
out a clear path to a beautiful life, the choice to follow it, is ours to make. 

        With prayerful blessings,  
        Msgr. Cuong M. Pham 



DEL CORAZON DEL PASTOR 29 de enero, 2023 

Querida Familia Parroquial, 
     El Evangelio de este domingo comienza con Jesús subiendo a la montaña, donde se sienta y comienza a enseñar a la 
multitud las Bienaventuranzas. ¿Alguna vez has tenido una experiencia en la cima de una montaña? ¿Cuándo fue ese 
momento? ¿Que estaba pasando? Creo que todos sentimos que pasamos la mayor parte de nuestra vida en los valles 
de la vida, yendo de un punto a otro, o en círculos, según sea el caso. Sin embargo, todos tenemos al menos una o dos 
experiencias en la cima de la montaña cuando Dios nos da un vistazo del mundo que nos rodea, donde recibimos clari-
dad sobre la voluntad de Dios para nosotros y dirección sobre hacia dónde debemos ir en la vida. 
     La palabra “hermosa” en ingles está relacionada con la palabra bienaventuranza porque las Bienaventuranzas son la 
receta de Jesús para vivir una vida hermosa. Sin embargo, es fascinante cómo la lectura del Evangelio comienza con 
Jesús situándose en una montaña para dar su famoso sermón. Si visitan el lugar del Sermón de la Montaña de Jesús, 
descubrirás que es solo una colina de buen tamaño adonde se puede ver el Mar de Galilea. Sin embargo, la designación 
del evangelista Mateo de esta pequeña colina como una montaña tiene un cierto significado. Las montañas son lugares 
donde no se puede escalar más alto. Es el lugar donde la tierra toca el cielo. Es desde ese lugar que Jesús enseña a sus 
seguidores el espíritu y la perfección de la ley de Moisés en lugar de la letra y los detalles de esa ley. En el Evangelio de 
Mateo, Jesús es retratado como el nuevo Moisés. Así como Moisés recibió la ley de Dios en un monte, Jesús nos va a 
dar la perfección de la ley desde un monte. En lugar de una larga lista de “no deberás,” Jesús nos va a dar una larga 
lista de “deberás.” Él nos está invitando a tener una mirada desde la cima de la montaña a lo que es verdaderamente 
importante en la vida. 
     También es fascinante notar que la palabra para “bienaventurado” en griego es makarios, que quizás se traduzca 
mejor como “afortunado.” Es como si Jesús estuviera diciendo “afortunados los pobres de espíritu,” “afortunados” 
cuando están de duelo, y “afortunados” cuando son insultados y perseguidos. La incongruencia en estas declaraciones  
pretende captar nuestra atención e intrigarnos para una comprensión más profunda. ¿Cómo se puede considerar 
“afortunado” a un pobre, a un luto o/a los que sufren? Mi reciente visita a Vietnam, mi patria, me ayudó a poner estas 
Bienaventuranzas en una perspectiva significativa. Mi madre y yo hicimos ese viaje principalmente con el propósito de 
celebrar una Santa Misa en memoria de mi papá en el segundo aniversario de su muerte, para que nuestra familia  
extensa, incluidos sus hermanos, puedan llorarlo juntos adecuadamente. Inicialmente tenía miedo de reunirme con 
todos en una ocasión tan triste. Sin embargo, resultó ser una bendición extraordinaria que trajo no solo sanación y  
cierre a todos los participantes, sino también alegría y paz, ya que se renovaron muchas relaciones y se restauraron 
conexiones perdidas hace mucho tiempo. Mi papá fue recordado en dos Santas Misas solemnes en Vietnam del Norte y 
del Sur, a cada una de las cuales asistieron muchos Obispos, Sacerdotes y personas que lo conocieron personalmente. 
Estas experiencias de oración renovaron nuestra fe en la victoria de Cristo sobre la muerte y en su promesa de vida 
eterna. Como doliente, me sentí afortunada porque sabía que mi papá era lo suficientemente amado como para que 
mucha gente lo llorara. A veces me sentía atrapado en la trampa de cerrar mi corazón a los demás porque quería evitar 
el dolor de la pérdida. Sin embargo, el duelo por mi papá me ha ayudado a abrir mi corazón nuevamente a los demás. 
Nunca volveré a celebrar otro funeral de la misma manera que antes. A medida que mi madre y yo estábamos unidos 
con otros en la fe, nos fortalecía la esperanza de reunirnos con nuestros amados en el cielo. Nos sentimos muy  
reconfortados. 
     Tal vez puedan relacionarse con una experiencia en su propia vida en la que cierta Bienaventuranza le toca con la  
misma fuerza. Jesús continuamente nos guía a ustedes y a mí nuevamente a una montaña para darnos una nueva  
mirada de dónde estamos en nuestras vidas, hacia dónde deberíamos ir, y qué es importante y qué no lo es. Hoy nos 
invita a abrazar el valor de ser pobres de espíritu, a abrazar una forma de vida más sencilla, donde nuestra riqueza no 
se mida por las cosas que acumulamos sino por nuestra fidelidad a Dios. Nos está invitando a abrazar el valor del duelo 
que refleja la disposición de nuestro corazón a amar y ser amados con una sinceridad más profunda. Nos está invitando 
a abrazar el valor de ser perseguidos por el Evangelio para que reconozcamos claramente que nuestra vida no se trata 
de nosotros y que nada más en este mundo tiene el poder de salvarnos sino Dios. Si reorientamos nuestra vida hacia 
las Bienaventuranzas, podremos apreciar mejor sus promesas: “De ellos es el reino de Dios,” “Serán consolados,” 
“Heredarán la tierra,” “Serán saciados,” “Serán saciados,” “Tendrán misericordia,” “Verán a Dios,” “Serán llamados  
hijos de Dios,” y “Nuestra recompensa será grande en los cielos.” 
     Que meditar en el Evangelio de hoy sea una experiencia en la cima de la montaña para ti como lo ha sido para mí. 
Jesús ha trazado un camino claro hacia una vida hermosa, la elección de seguirlo es nuestra. 
        Con bendiciones para ustedes en oración, 
        Mons. Cuong M. Pham 



Sunday, January 29 
10:00am—1:00pm Czech Community          Lourdes A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm Spanish RCIA        Upper Room+ Fatima 
10:30am—12:30pm Cursillo        Guadalupe A/B 
2:00pm—5:00pm P.O. Gym Use                 Gym 
Tuesday, January 31 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
3:30pm—6:00pm Porque Ser Catolico?      Fatima 
5:00pm—9:00pm CYO            Gym 
5:30pm—6:45pm Mariachi School            Balcony Rooms 
6:00pm—9:00pm Marriage Encounter         Guadalupe+ Fatima 
7:00pm—9:00pm Coro #1                          Nazareth 
Wednesday, February 1 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
4:30pm—7:30pm Religious Education              All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:30pm CYO            Gym 
Thursday,  February 2 
7:00am—5:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
10:00am—11:30am Legion of Mary               Lourdes B 
6:00pm—7:30pm Religious Education              All Rooms 
7:30pm—9:00pm CYO            Gym 
Friday, February 3 
7:00am—4:00pm TYWLS            Gym 
6:30pm—8:30pm Youth Meeting              Gym 
6:30pm—8:30pm Cursillo Meeting           Lourdes A/B 
7:30pm—9:00pm English RCIA       Fatima 
Saturday, February 4 
9:00am—1:00pm AA Meeting     Guadalupe A/B 
10:00am—12:00pm  Spanish Children’s Choir             Upper Room 
3:00pm—5:00pm Confirmation Session 1&2      Guadalupe A/B 
4:00pm—9:00pm Adult Sewing Group          Lourdes A/B 
5:00pm—7:00pm Ministerio de Consolacion  Nazareth 
5:00pm—7:00pm Bilingual Choir Practice      Fatima 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

Fraternitas 
February 11, 2023 —  

A group for middle school—high school aged boys 
dedicated to instilling Christian values in young 
men with the goal of fostering true Catholic gentle-
men. The afternoon will include prayer, catechesis, 
sports, pizza lunch and Sunday Vigil Mass. Please 
view the forms that are available in the parish 
office for more information. 

 

Jeremiah Project  
January 27—29, 2022—  

A weekend retreat for young men 18 and older.  
An opportunity to discern a possible vocation  
to the priesthood through discussions, prayer  
and fraternity. Forms are available in the parish 
office or you may contact the Vocations Office at  
vocations@diobrook.org. 

VOCATION DISCERNMENT  
OPPORTUNITIES 

ROSARY SOCIETY MEETING 

The next Rosary Society meeting will take place on  
February 5, 2023 after the 9:30am Bilingual Mass. 
All ladies over 15 years old are invited to come to 
the Institute and join us to pray the Rosary.  
Refreshments will be served. 

Spiritual writers speak of Adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament as “the Mass held in contemplation.” As 
a way of encouraging devotion to the Eucharist, we 
invite all parishioners to come and spend some 
time before the Real Presence of the Lord on  
Friday, February 3, 2023. Exposition and Adoration 
will take place right after the 8:00am Mass and will 
conclude with Solemn Benediction before the start 
of the 12 Noon Mass.  

FIRST FRIDAY  
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Knights of Columbus Colon-Msgr. Higgins Council No. 309  
Cordially invites you to their  125th Anniversary  Celebration 

Sunday, February 12, 2023  
St. Francis of Assisi Church, 21-17 45th Street Astoria, NY 11105  

 

Mass In Thanksgiving at 12:30pm  
Dinner at 2:00pm Msgr. Campbell Hall (Lower Church)  

Music,  50/50 Raffle | $75 per Person  
RSVP January 27, 2023  

For more information  contact Boris Musich, 718-683-1051  
or John Ketcham, 347-306-2366.  

 

Please make checks payable to “Colon-Msgr. Higgins Council 309” 
and mail to: Boris Musich, Financial Secretary at 20-18 74th 
Street, Apt. 2 East Elmhurst, NY, 11370. You may also send your 
payment via Zelle to boris.musich@gmail.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SPECIAL EVENT 





       Preparation Meeting            Baptism Ceremony  
Tuesday—6:00pm—Institute    Saturday—12:00pm—Church 

 

February 21, 2023 February 25, 2023 
March 21, 2023 March 25, 2023 
April 18, 2023 April 22, 2023 
May 23, 2023 May 27, 2023 
June 20, 2023 June 24, 2023 
July 18, 2023 July 22, 2023 
August 22, 2023 August 26, 2023 
September 19, 2023 September 23, 2023 
October 24, 2023 October 28, 2023 
November 21, 2023 November 25, 2023 
December 19, 2023 December 23, 2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

FECHAS DE BAUTISMOS EN ESPAÑOL 
  Reunión de Preparación               Ceremonia de Bautismo  
Martes—6:00pm—Instituto        Sábado—12:00pm—Iglesia 

7 de Febrero, 2023 11 de Febrero, 2023 
7 de Marzo, 2023 11 de Marzo, 2023 

NO HAY BAUTISMOS EN ABRIL 
Fecha de Bautizo para Mayo todavía No Anunciada 

6 de Junio, 2023 10 de Junio, 2023 
3 de Julio, 2023 (Tentativo) 8 de Julio (Tentativo) 
8 de Agosto, 2023 12 de Agosto, 2023 
5 de Septiembre, 2023 9 de Septiembre, 2023 
10 de Octubre, 2023 14 de Octubre, 2023 

NO HABRA BAUTISOS EN NOVIEMBRE 
5 de Diciembre, 2023 9 de Diciembre, 2023 

 

Please Note: Beginning January 2023, all Baptisms will be  
celebrated on Saturday at 12:00pm instead of Sunday. Please 
note that attending the preparation meeting is required for 
both parents and godparents. 
Por Favor Notar: Empezando enero 2023, todos los bautizos 
serán celebrados los Sábados a las 12:00pm en vez de los  
Domingos. Asistencia a estas juntas de preparación es  
mandatorio para los padres y padrinos. 

INFANT BAPTISM/BAUTISMO  

5 de febrero 2023— La segunda colecta después de la 
comunión para las comunidades en necesidad. Sus 
donaciones, como siempre, son muy apreciadas. 

PROXIMA SEGUNDA COLECTA 

We encourage all who worship with us to consider 
joining our parish officially. Registering will enable our 
parish to serve your spiritual needs better. Please re-
turn this form in the collection or drop it off at the 
parish office. Your active participation will strengthen 
your faith and your sense of belonging in God’s family.  
 

Registrarse oficialmente permitirá que nuestra  
parroquia les pueda servir sus necesidades espirituales 
mejor. Por favor devuelva este formulario en la  
colecta o déjelo en la oficina parroquial. Su  
participación activa fortalecerá su fe y su sentido de 
pertenencia en la familia de Dios. 
 

Last Name/Apellido:___________________________ 

First Name/Nombre:___________________________  

Spouse/Esposo(a):_____________________________ 

Address/Dirección:____________________________ 

______________________________ZIP__________ 

Telephone/Telefono:___________________________ 

E-mail/Correo electrónico:______________________ 

PLEASE CHECK/ MARQUE SUS OPCIONES 
 

[  ] New Registration   [  ] Change of Name/Address 
 

[  ] I prefer envelopes       [  ] I prefer E-giving 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

Monday to Friday 
January 30, 31, and February 1, 2, 3 

9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
TOURS and REGISTRATION available 

3K, PreK4, Kindergarten to Eighth Grade 
INFO@sjcalic.org 

718-728-0724 
28-46 44 Street, LIC, NY, 11103 

ST. JOSEPH’S ACADEMY OPEN HOUSE 

St. Joseph Catholic Academy 
Your Children, Our Students, the Nation’s Future 

Consider Giving Your Child the Gift of a CATHOLIC Education 

mailto:INFO@sjcalic.org




SAINT OF THE WEEK 

A Union veteran of the civil war, Father 
Baker later donated his life savings to  
support the outreach institutions he ran. He 
created the Our Lady of Victory Association 
uniting Catholics around the USA in support 
of these successful missions. 
 

Prayer for the Cause of Venerable  
Father Nelson Baker 

 
Lord, you gave us Your Servant Nelson Baker 
as an example of service to the poor,  
homeless and the young. By Father Baker's 
ardent concern for those in need, inflame 
our hearts and lives with compassion for the 
poor, justice for the oppressed, hope for the 
troubled and courage to those in doubt. 
We pray through the intercession of Our  
Lady of Victory, if it be Your will, that Your 
Servant, Nelson Baker, may one day be  
canonized. Amen. 

LIVE THE LITURGY            INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Every day, God offers each of us countless opportunities to embody the Beatitudes. Blink and you might miss them. 
Where is God inviting you to poverty of spirit? Where does he beg you to hunger for righteousness? How does he ask 
you to make peace? 

When I think of the Beatitudes, I think of collectible coffee mugs  
emblazoned with the words Blessed are the peacemakers, with little 
pastel flowers stenciled in the white spaces of the lettering. I think of 
greeting cards and decorative wall hangings. 
 

Why? These are the Beatitudes, for heaven's sake revolutionary and 
radical. An uncompromising impeachment of worldly values. They are 
the opposite of banal. 
 

But I cringed from my head to my toes when I read my first draft of 
this reflection, a retelling of a time in my life when I decided to  
embrace humility and meekness. I realized that the Beatitudes aren't 
something I can tell you about. Poverty of spirit, the hunger for  
righteousness, the gladness God gives to the downtrodden— these are 
concepts that must be lived. So instead of telling you my story, I want 
you to tell yours. 
 

I invite you to think of a time when you were vulnerable. When you 
were discouraged or humbled or felt like a failure. A time when you 
were cut low. The loss of a job, perhaps, or the rejection of a loved 
one. The abrupt end of some road that you felt sure would be long and 
prosperous. 
 

Resentment, envy, and vengefulness flourish in moments like this. Did 
you experience those feelings? Did you embrace them? Did you want 
to? 
 

What did the world tell you this moment should mean? 
 

What does Christ tell you it should mean? Have you figured it out, or 
are you still working on it? 
 

God chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise, and God chose 
the weak of the world to shame the strong. - 1 Corinthians 1:27 
 

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

THE HUMBLE OF THE EARTH 

"Blessed are they who are persecuted for 

the sake of righteousness, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you 

when they insult you and persecute you 

and utter every kind of evil against you 

falsely because of me. Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward will be great in 

heaven." - Mt 5:10-12a 



GOSPEL MEDITATION    
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

In my parents' bedroom there were on the wall two  
photos of my mom and dad from their early adulthoods. 
The photo of my mother entranced me when I was a boy.  
I loved looking at it, even though I saw her in daily life. 
Something about that picture captured her perfectly.  
It was an image of the joy, wisdom, beauty, and strength 
that enveloped me from the start of my life. It was an icon 
of the woman who fed, taught, and encouraged me. I felt 
a deep pride that I came from such beauty. 
 

The beatitudes of Jesus are a kind of self-portrait. But it is 
a strange picture. At first, the blessings of being poor, 
mourning, and hungering and thirsting for righteousness 
may seem bizarre or, worse, a religious delusion. Who 
wants to look like that? But if we look again, we begin to 
see the characteristics of Jesus' form. He becomes poor 
and fills it with his riches for us, he weeps and mourns for 
us, and fills it with his joy, he hungers and thirsts for us to 
be righteous, and so satisfies us. And so on. It's the way he 
appears on the cross. 
 

Perhaps we should put on our bedroom room walls the 
words of the beatitudes next to a crucifix of the Lord  
Jesus. Then we can do what the beatitudes are designed 
for, to gaze at the joy, wisdom, beauty, and strength of the 
one who is our origin, and who is with us every day. And 
little by little, we'll start to look like him. 
 

- Father John Muir 

 The process of proclaiming someone as a saint in the  
Catholic Church has evolved over the course of many  
centuries. In the beginning, those honored as saints were 
almost exclusively biblical figures or martyrs. However, 
after the legalization of Christianity in the fourth century, 
new holy women and men came to be honored as saints, 
and this was often done by popular acclaim or by the local 
bishop or abbot. 
 
It was Pope Gregory IX (who was pope from 1227 to 1241) 
who officially proclaimed that only the pope had the  
authority to add someone to the official list (the "canon") 
of saints. This is the meaning of the word "canonization.” 
 
Today, the saint-making process includes several steps, 
including detailed studies of the person's life and a  
recognition that they died as a martyr or lived a life of 
"heroic virtue." Once someone is recognized as a martyr 
or if a miracle is attributed to their intercession, they will 
be beatified and honored as "Blessed." This means that  

 
they can be celebrated by Catholics in a particular country 
or region or by the members of certain religious  
community. If another miracle occurs and is approved, 
then the "Blessed" is canonized and honored with the title 
"Saint," meaning that they are now officially recognized as 
a universal model of holiness and an intercessor. 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A “SAINT” AND A “BLESSED”? 


